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conjunctiva resulted. Mild, as opposed to more stringent, treatment proved 
the better, applications of silver nitrate retarding rather than promoting 
recovery. Fresh air and the beat hygienic surroundings were of the first 
importance. 
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The Therapy of Melanoma. 

Lassar records a case of melanoma in which the internal administration 
of arsenic was followed by the disappearance of the tumor. The patient, a 
woman thirty-five years of age, had beneath the right breast a pigmented 
mole which, being rubbed by the corset stay, became the seat of a small 
tumor. Simultaneously the nasvus began to grow peripherally. This small 
nodule was cauterized, probably with the galvano-cautery, but, instead of 
healing, renewed proliferation occurred. Because of this untoward result 
the patient absolutely refused to permit any further operative interference, 
and recourse was had to the internal administration of arsenic. Within the 
first three weeks involution began, but the patient neglecting treatment the 
tumor began to grow again. Upon the resumption of the arsenic retrogres¬ 
sion again occurred. Under this treatment, continued for some time, the 
tumor completely disappeared; the pigment-mole remained, however. Un¬ 
fortunately, owing to the refusal of the patient to permit the excision of a 
portion for microscopical examination, the diagnosis must remain in doubt. 
—Dtrmatologischc Ztittchrift , Bd. 1, Heft 0. 

The Management of Eczema. 

In a paper read before the Section in Dermatology of the British Medical 
Association (British Journal of Dermatology, September, 1894), Malcolm 
Morris discusses the treatment of eczema, calling attention to the following 
points: 

1. Are internal remedies required in eczema? If they arc, what are the 
precise indications which should guide us in the use of them? 

The author’s view is that internal medication is not required unless some 
constitutional dyscrasia underlies the skin affection. In chronic eczema un¬ 
accompanied by constitutional dyscrasia, local treatment may be relied upon 
entirely. When the disease is acutely inflammatory, antimony is most valu¬ 
able. In neurotic cases the sheet-anchor is opium; if this disagree, some 
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other sedative must be substituted. If the neurotic element shows itself as 
depression, quinine may be combined with the opium advantageously. If the 
discharge be abundant, belladonna may be combined with quinine. Phos¬ 
phorus, strychnine, and arsenic are useful in selected cases, but the last must 
be used with caution or harm will be done instead of good. Cod-liver oil 
and general tonic treatment are indicated when malnutrition and anamia 
are present; iron, however, is contraindicated when acute inflammation is 
present. 

2. The influence of diet in eczema. 

The author does not believe that diet has any influence except indirectly. 

3. What are the principles on which the local treatment of eczema should 
be carried out? Speaking generally, every case should be treated as if it 
were of parasitic origin. The objects aimed at in local treatment are, first, 
to destroy micro-organisms; second, to protect the inflamed surface from the 
air and further microbic invasion; third, to soothe irritation. The principles 
on which the local treatment of eczema is to be carried out are as follows: 
Soothe when the inflammatory process is acute; stimulate when it is chronic; 
in either case keep the parts continuously under the influence of antiseptics. 

4. How is the tendency to recurrence of eczema in those predisposed to 
the disease to be overcome? Is there any plan of alterative treatment by 
which this result can be brought about ? 

Change of climate is often beneficial in this direction. 

As to the various waters the author sums up his conclusions as follows: 

1. No spring known to him has any specific action on eczema. 

2. Such virtue as sulphur waters externally applied possess is due chiefly 
to the parasiticidal action and partly to the temperature at which they are 
applied. 

3. Such virtue as sulphur, chalybeate, or arsenical waters possess when 
taken internally is due to their action in quickening the processes of meta¬ 
bolism, increasing the number of red corpuscles in the blood, giving tone to 
the nervous system. 


Resorbin and its Employment as an Ointment-base. 

Ledermann (Sfonatsheftcfur Praktiechc Dermatologic , 1894, Bd. xix., No. 2) 
reports his clinical experience with this new ointment-base, which is a fat 
emulsion consisting of almond-oil, wax, a minimal quantity of gelatin and 
soap, and a small quantity of lanolin. It is distinguished by an extra¬ 
ordinary penetrating power in comparison with lard and vaselin. On ac¬ 
count of the water which it contains it acts as a cooling ointment and 
diminishes itching and inflammation. It may be employed with benefit in 
pruritus, especially the senile variety. On account of its powers of penetra¬ 
tion it is useful for the removal of crusts iu eczema, psoriasis, seborrhcea, 
especially when combined with salicylic acid, sulphur, and resorcin. The 
scales of ichthyosis are readily softened by it and the feeling of tension re¬ 
lieved. It may be used advantageously in all artificial inflammations where 
there is an inclination to the formation of erosions and rhagades. Incorpor¬ 
ated with suitable medicaments it is adapted to the treatment of acute and 
chronic eczema, lichen ruber, and psoriasis. It is especially suited to the 



